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APPENDIX 1

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ON CHRISTIAN ZIMMERMAN’S POTATO FARM
(Probably from Delaware State News)

Potential Potito Em
On'Crazy Dréam’ Of Transplanted Long Islandet

Dover—A potential potato empu-e
is slowly being built in Delaware
—which someday may be among
the state’s leading agricultural in-
dustries—all because a Long Island
grower accomplished his
‘“crazy dream” of raising potatoes

in Delaware when he moved to a;

rearby dairy farm six years ago.

Now retired, Chris Zimmerman
has acquired much of the land be-
longing to neighbors who in 1944
gave him less than a year to sur-
vive.

From what seemed to others as
the impossible, Chris Zimmerman
fathered a new, expanding Deia-
ware agricultural industry, and
created a quality potato which com-
mands premium market prices and
is even putting the famed “Idaho”
to shame. Even the agriculture ex-
perts are shaking their heads at
the amazing bumper crop yields
that are piling up year after year.

In 1944, he decided to leave that
.Gh potatd growing area and strike
At anew. For over a ®alf of a
rentury  Zimmerman had been
raising potatoes. He had worked
on his father's potato farm, and,
after peeling enough of the spuds
n the first World War, he decided
.0 grow potatoes on his own.

The costs of raising potatoes irr_

Long Island were rapldly increas-
ing as the land prices rose with
New Yorkers seekifig less con-
gested areas. Zimmerman , sold
jis East Setauket farm to a real
:state development and packed his
family into a carrto start anew on
the 164-acre dairv farm he had pur-
chased just South of here on ngh-
way 113.

When Ziminerman semed on the ;

Kent County land and told his

neighbors of his plans for growing

potatoes, they laughed. No one
grew potatoes in Delaware, except
the few scattered farmers who

seeded an acre or two just as anj;

extra crop and in a “hit-or-miss"
manner.

Even the U.S. agrlculture agen-
cies were surprised to find a Dela-
ware potato grower. When Zim-
merman applied for a share of the
tederal crop support program dur-
ing hls first year, the agriculture

department took months to deter-

mine whether Delaware was in-
chuited in the program. It wasn't
until his second year that they
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dxscovered Delaware was. auotted
143 acres under’ a crop_support
program. and- so- “they gave him
more’ than half of’ the aJlotted

acreage. . .

Zimmerman carefully inspected
the Delaware ;soil- when he settled
here. Of his' 164, acres, 120 were
tillable.. “There’ was. “only one
thing it needed,” he said,.*a land
builder—a good fenilizer.” Care-
fully selecting "good “seed potatoes
from the New England states, Zim-
merman planted’ 55 acres his first
year.
bushels ag acre, almost as much-as
the yield in Long Island despite a
dry season.

The next yeasr, t.he gpvernment
allotted him 75 acres. Zimmerman
added his  fertllizer: to 'the soll,

turned under his. cover. ‘crop - of
grain, and included in.his ‘process
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§. yleld averaged 250

“|allotment fronr 75 ‘Adves to. 40 acresf

|wanted to get 1ntry the Delawa'ne
rprogram, : ‘ Yo -

.land. decided

Twith the new D.D.T. compared- to
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a system of " irrigation: {cn ove
head water . . sprinkler - system
which was moveable, showered 20§
potato rows at a‘time. - With higg
irrigation . system, - Zimimerman'sf
yield increased to 350 bushels peig
acre.

“1 had a good run of potatoe{
that year,” the farmer said.: |
I found a market for them, too," !
wasn’t like the first year when noj%
body would buy my potatoes. Thisk
crop was clean, with no disease orf
grub and not even one per cent off
‘plck-outs’ (bad potatoes). Almostf
all of them were from two to fo
inches—No. 1 quality.”

It wasn't long before Zimmer-'
man’s success in 1945 had reachéds
the ears of potato growers in Longg
Island. A few others came“to Dela{
ware to try their luck on Kent
county farmns, too. And in 1946,
the government cut Zimmérman'sy

at prire ,support as.otker farm rxd
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' Tpe U’mvermty -of Delawares
agriculture - 'school “became “‘inter{
ested In Zimmerman f potato}l
growing “experiment”’ An' 1946%
to pxpellment fxlso ti
on his' farm. Zimmerman' per-
mitted them, to produce a trial plot
under contrelled . conditions usmgk
two different types of dust. ‘Trying[
D.D.T. dust on potato crops for the
first time anywhere in comparison
‘to the results ot the regnlar. dust,
called *25-25-50,” the ag school
found that Zimmerman’s yield on
the experimental plots was’ an un-;
believable 612 bushels’ per ' acre:

ca

512 hQushels per acre witl the . old,
type dust. s

Potato growers hPralded the dis-
covery of the D.D.T. dust, and al
the same time the .university re-
ports brought to' Delaware other
farmers who wanted to try-their
farming abilities on land which pro-
duced a - yield almost - double to
that of normal potato growing‘
farms. . 2k
. “Eacli year I fertilized the yleld
increased about 100 bushels per
Zimmerman explained. 1
‘got from 23 to 50 per cent and al-|
most doubled the yield per acre that }
I got on the Long Island farms.”

Srom the 53 acres of potatoes he|
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{started in” 1944, “Zimmmermat - now“
controls over 350 acres of potato\
erop in Kent county, growhn on‘
almost 650 acres of land he- now .
owns “Although he renred from
th“%pOtato business last “year, his '

tour sons(have followed in his foot-:
steps to "open up  h2arby Iarms
rented from their father~ N

+* Hls' oldest on, Christian E. Zim-
merman. operates’ a 100 acre ‘farm
with ;over- a 100-acre’ potato crop
just below his father's-place. " Hen.'
ry Zimmerman rents a 140 acre
farm, growing more than 90 .acres
of potatoes. Frank Zimmerman
plants 60 “acres under the federal
support program. And the latest
son to enter the field, ig Joseph, 2
who rents a 140-acre farm near Mag-
nolia “and this:spring will plant hls
first crop of potatoes

Zimmerman has seen hls potato
enterprise “spring "up throughout
Kent county. -Last year there were
more -than 1,200 acres of -potatoes
under cultivation in ‘the” county,
produced by about 25 farmers, all
of whom followed “Zlmmerman
from Long Island. ° .

“It's a good business, because,
Delawate soil :is producing a fine!
quality potato.”_ Zimmerman said. |
“Last year, we 8old our: “potatoes |
on the opeh market for $1 a bushel!
more than the price'support.. We!
tad no sooner harvested our crop
than potats buyers from New York,
Pennsylvanlia and New Jerscy
sought it up,- paying a premium of:

1f;om 25 to 50 cents more, per ]00|

bags over other state’s’ potatoes i

“Delaware potatoes "are ‘mostly |
top quallty grade, ranging as No, 1|
from 1% inches to over 4
iinches. Few are 'below that sizc.
lor No. 2 grade. They are certainly
better than the Long Island pota-
toes and those of Pennsylyania and
| New Jersey, and for thelr type they
are better than the Idaho potatoes,
he commented.

With potato farmers preparing to
. plant their crops next month, Zim-
merman predicted a record harvest
for Delaware in late June. “We've
had more ralnfall this winter,” he:
said, "and we’'re getting more po-
tato farmers,” Four other Long
Island” farmers ‘have purchased
farms near Smyrna to begin ‘a crop
this year.

Last year the potato growers or-
ganized Into a Kent County Potato
Growers Association. Among their
first efforts was to popularize Dela-
ware potatoes by giving them a
name, This year, all Delaware po-
tatoes .will..be sent out in- bags
bearing the name "Dlamond St.ate
| potatoes, -

! “This growmg industry is scar-
iilng our neighbors,” Zimmerman
i remarked, “It Jooks like we are
I being forced into a federal market-
ing agreement with Maryland, and
Delaware potato growers don’t
“want a marketihg agreement to be
‘told what sizes of potatoes they
can sell or how much they ‘can
raise.”’ v
Zimmerman was referring to a
! recent move of the UT S, agriculture
‘riepanmont to detetmine if a refer-!
endum should he taken on the need

! size,
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for a marketing agreement between

:Delaware and Maryland “for. the:
marketing of potatoes. ~ A few’
. weeks ago Delaware Qotato growers
attended a ~meeting " at. Salisbury,
Md., under the auspices of the
Maryland—Delaware Potato Growers
Association (which incidently has
no members representing Dela-
ware), at which the agriculture.
department presented plans for the
marketing agreement,

Delaware potato growers pro-
tested the movement, pointing out
that practically alf of the Delaware
-growerg are compelled to sell on
:the open market because the gov-
ernment only allows price support
on 143 ‘acres, It was further
pointed out that representallon on
the marketing board would inctude
cnly two Delawareans to five Mary-
landers who constitute more than
a majority membership and who
are protected by larger allotments’
under the price support program.

Commenting on this matke: ting
agreement, Zimmerman said It was
designed to keep small potatees
‘from the markets. *“There are some
people, who can't afford to buy
blg potatoes, If we had to hold
pack and dump all of the small
potatoes, we'd be losing a lot of
money,,slnce most of the growers
get nOtgovernment support. Fur-
thermore, we came here to grow
potatoes,: not gardens”

Zimmerman sald that the cost of |
growing potatoes per acre is from |
$200 to $300. Last year the Dela-:
ware potatoes marketed about:
$1.25-$1.30 per bushel on the opcn
market, ‘-about a $1 per 100 bags

higher than the govemment parity
“prices.
; Meanwhile, Delaware's ;, polato
 business is still in its Ihfancy.
i While more and more Long Island
growers are coming here to start
new . farms, Delaware farmers are’
slow in accepting this new crop.
“They don't call me crazy, now”.
gaid Zimmerman, “but stlll thev-
don’t believe that this potato grows
ipg could have been done. Maybe
at's why .more of them havent
tried tt here in Delaware.”

\A]though Delaware potatoes are’
taklng thelr pldce on the market at’
préemium prices, In order to really"
produce a large Industry- Rere at,
Jeast 10,000 acres- of potatoes wili”
have to be under cullivation. *It
'wont be long,” remarked Zimmet-
man, “before all of the Long Is-
tland growers decide to move down
here as they face high productlon
|c0\;ts *—
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? arvests . |
gest Potato Yiela:

vea- Known In Kent
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is ha.rvestmg the largest yield per
acre.of potatoes ever known in Kent
County. Hxs "ylald on his 76 acres of
potatoes 15 JBveraging in the neigh-
borhood o;f 450 ‘bushels to the acre.

of i igh - Cobble.rs, Green
Moun ,..8nd’ “Kathadins’ are run-
mhg nmform that they are being
sack

*in" the field "and are gradmg
U, 8. No. 1 _throughout. ~ -
L»*-'Kextt HCounty \Agent William Tar-

¢ combination of
" fungxclde\a.nd ,ctlclde developed
by the Dflawar ,‘_Expenment Statmn,
the, yleld' 6f * bushels per acre.
A plot d’ with: the present

”

Chns memerman of near . Dover,,

standard 7 'me’gt .yielded., 5123% |
bushels,; ——— T



